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Want to be
featured ?

This year, we want to get to know YOU!

Many of you have talents, wisdom, personal
ministries, and stories that we all can benefit from!

Each month, we will have a special article
featuring an interview from various members of

our congregation.

Are you loving someone to life outside of Sunday
mornings? We want to know about it!

 Do you have a gift for writing or encouragement?
We’d love to hear from you!

Let Pastor Pete or Alyssa Young know, in person
or email, and we’ll get the interview on our

schedule!

January
Newsletter
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Monthly Stats

Financial Report

FINANCIALS

Budget for December:
Received in December:

Budget Year to Date:
Received Year to Date:

Promised (by 4/31/20):
Received:

 11792.00
11070.17
88440.00
76071.22

7000.00
2184.00

Average Worship Totals :  54

Average SDMI Totals :  38

Missions & Faith Promise
You can donate to Missions or give to Faith

Promise (World Evangelism Fund) anytime! Simply
go to our website, click the donate button and

select the option where you want your funds to go!

  Missions is at the heart and core of who we are as
Nazarenes and so we are thrilled to be able to help

build the physical and spiritual church in anyway
that we can!

Please continue to pray for our missionaries!

Visit www.nazarenemissions.org/ for information on
missionaries sent through the Nazarene Church,

learn how your funds are used, and more!

This year, you have the option to
go paperless for your

 giving statement!

Simply email the church office at
mnazoffice@gmail.com  with the subject

“Giving Statement” and we’ll send your
statement as a PDF attached to the reply.

 Statements will be generated during the first
two weeks of January, so please let us know

as soon as possible so that we can save
paper!

Of course, we can still print it for you if you
prefer the hard copy version.

DID YOU KNOW…
      We have a prayer ministry at Medina Naz?

You can call in, email, message us on social media,
or drop the “How Can We Pray” card in the offering
plate. However you want to let us know what your
request is, we have a team of faith-filled believers

who will pray for you. Or with you, if you want!

We also have the following resources available to
you. Let us know how we can love you to life through

prayer

�  Prayer Guides - Available on the kiosk in the
foyer.
Pastor’s Prayer Team - Receive a monthly prayer
letter from Pastor Pete*

� Prayer Chain - Receive a call when special needs
arise.*

Email to sign up.
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This year everything started breaking
at our house.  I guess I shouldn’t
have been surprised. It just seemed
to happen all at once.

First it was our white mini-van.  One
thing after another started going bad
on it, and it was adding up!  At one
point I think we had it in the shop 4
times in 5 weeks.  And they gave me
a list of about $3,000 worth of other
repairs that it needed.  The van was
breaking down…

And then this summer the washing
machine broke.  That, in itself, is
nothing new, because we’ve made
various repairs on it over the years.
We’d actually been ‘limping’ it along
with some homemade ‘fixes’ to keep
it running, but never like this.
Something needed to be done if the
Ryders wanted to be freshly
laundered!

The treadmill starting acting up too.
In preparing for races, I’ve certainly
put a little wear-and-tear on it lately,
but it’s only 2 years old.  Let me just
say that it wasn’t my most graceful
moment when, in the middle running
several miles at race pace, the belt
just stopped!  We’re still trying to
limp it along, but I’ve just resorted to
going out on the roads for almost
every run, no matter the weather.

Then the kitchen faucet started
dripping.  It was no big deal at first,
but it got a little worse so I got out
my tools and set about the task of
taking it apart to replace a couple
gaskets…  Easier said than done.
Long story short - we now have a
brand new kitchen faucet!

The shower drain started leaking,
staining the ceiling in the kitchen…
The Wi-Fi router kept cycling on and
off and had to be replaced…

A hinge on the front storm door
broke when it got caught in a gust of
wind…

And on top of all that, one morning
this summer I was in the basement
and noticed water on the floor under
the furnace.  It wasn’t a lot, but I
know enough about furnaces to
know that they aren’t supposed to
leak.  Not all over the floor at least.

After some inspection and a visit
from the technician, it was
determined that a rather significant
part of our air conditioning system
was broken, and it was highly
recommended to replace the whole
thing!

Now, none of this should have been
a surprise.  The van was 12 years old
and had over 214,000 miles on it…
We bought the washing machine in
our 2nd year of marriage, so it’s
over a quarter-century old…  The
Wi-Fi router was a hand-me-down
that had seen better days…  And the
A/C unit in our house was the
original one installed before all the
sheetrock was even up, back in
1995.  All of these things had
performed admirably for a long time.
But they were now old.  And tired.

All this simply proves one of the
truths of life…everything breaks!

It’s actually the 2nd Law of
Thermodynamics, commonly known
as the Law of Increased Entropy…
The quality of matter and energy
deteriorates gradually over time.
Everything in this physical life is
breaking down.  It’s getting older,
slowing down, and just won’t last
forever.  That’s why we can’t be all
caught up in the things of this earthly
life.

Colossians 3:1-4 “Since, then, you
have been raised with Christ, set
your hearts on things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God.  Set your minds on things
above, not on earthly things.  For
you died, and your life is now hidden
with Christ in God.  When Christ,
who is your life, appears, then you
also will appear with him in glory.”

Maybe you’re like me and you tend
to get used to the comforts and
conveniences of modern technology.
But it doesn’t last forever.  Or maybe
you get your heart set on your job or
your hobby or how your team is
performing.  No matter how much
pleasure or fulfillment those things
can bring, they’re passing away.
They’re just like a Brown’s
lead…They won’t last.

There are just a couple things that
will last, into eternity.  Of course
God will last.  He is eternal, and the
truths and principles of life that He
lays out in Scripture will stand the test
of time.  And people, our souls, will
move on from this life to the next.
But that’s it.  God, Scripture, and
human souls – that’s what lasts
forever.



 We’ve gotten a lot of requests for a church directory update
and so in 2020 we’ll roll out the new and improved edition
that will help you get to know each other better!

Send us your favorite family photo, an activity or hobby that
you enjoy (together), and your updated contact info! If you
have a business or hobby that could be useful to the
congregation, we want to feature you on the back of the
directory as well! Be sure to get this to us by the end of the
month

Get creative with the ways you love someone to life! Use the
directory to build relationships, deepen friendships, or send a
note to let them know that you’re praying for them!



 This years sermon series is going to be kicking
off with a deeper look at our VALUES. The things
that are at the heart and soul of our church and what we
do, our measure of “success”, if you will. The first thing we
value is INTIMACY WITH GOD and we do do this by
pursuing Him through His word, through prayer & worship,
and through constant awareness of His voice in our day to
day.

Deuteronomy 6 actually commands us to love the Lord
with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength. This theme
is woven throughout the old and new testament; it is of the
utmost importance because it ensures that we will follow
the Lord in willing obedience. But how can we obey what
we don’t know? This is why it is crucial to read and study
the Bible for ourselves. It may seem overwhelming, but
just know that you don’t have to be a Bible scholar or
pastor to do it well!

The best way to start is by following a reading plan. Open
your Bible every day. Begin with thanking God for
everything that comes to your mind, praise Him for His
______________ in your life, and ask Him to teach you.

And then read. Read the passage a couple of times and
highlight or underline anything that stands out. If
something is confusing, jot it down so you can study it
later. Ask the questions Who, What, Why, Where, How, and
When (see the graphic to the right). As you read, pay
attention to the characteristics of God that are being
shown and ask yourself what the “big picture” is.

A couple of things to remember:
* Don’t feel like you have to have a precise life application
* Don’t worry if you have to span your study throughout
the day
* A journal is helpful to jot down thoughts & questions
* You may get distracted, and that’s okay!, Press on
because there is value in what you’re doing. Even if you
don’t see it right away.

METHODS TO
STUDY THE

BIBLE

Reading Plans to Get Started

The Bible Project

Chronological Reading Plan

Professor Horners Reading Plan

One Year Bible

She Reads Truth

Blue Letter Bible

Find these & other plans on the YouVersion app
or online at my.bible.com/reading-plans



We Value:

Intimate Life with God
Believers are pursuing an intimate relationship with

God

Investment in Relationships
People are connecting with each other inside the

church and developing relationships in the
community

Involvement in Ministry
We provide opportunities to serve God by meeting

needs with joy and generosity

Indulging in Laughter
An atmosphere of fun permeates our life together

We  to people to

We

God’s
love through worship &
spiritual disciplines

We in God’s love as
we learn together in groups.

We God’s love as we
serve in ministry.

Our Strategy:

Have I met with God today?

Am I trusting & obeying God in
everything?

Do I see Jesus in the mirror?

Who Have I served today?

Am I close to someone far from God?
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SO… Who have
you loved to life
today?
Send an email and
let us know!

Have a story, a testimony, a hidden talent you want us to know about…? We want  to give anyone who wants it,
the opportunity to be featured in our monthly newsletter. Let’s build each other up, encourage one another, and
love one another to life. It starts with us! If you want to be featured, just email the church office!


